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NALS ... the association for legal professionals




August 2008

REGION 1

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, 
Rhode Island, and Vermont

Annual Region 1 Conference – June 26, 2008

Region One's meeting was fantastic!  I enjoyed very much the drive to Massachusetts from New York.  It was quite lovely, and I actually broke the 4600 mile mark on my year-old car.   

Chase Bank one of our sponsors graciously donated the goodie bags, and I, for one, have used my quart-sized water bottle this summer from iced-water to iced-coffee!  
 

The region meeting officially began with a welcome party at the hotel on Friday evening at 6 p.m.  We were able to catch up with each other on news, family and friends.   From what I understand, there were a couple of “meetings” at the "Christmas Tree Shop" as well -- all very productive.
 

Saturday morning began with a continental breakfast.  Our first speaker was Rae Ann Brown of Wells Fargo Bank who spoke on reverse mortgages.  Quite an interesting topic and quite an education too.  I had quite a few misconceptions about reverse mortgages, and the handouts provided by Rae Ann contained a wealth of information.
 

After break, our conference resumed with a presentation by Reed Davis, Esq., a second-year associate with Wilmer Hale's Boston office.  Reed and I were colleagues at Baker Hostetler, and she is a terric person, as well as a great lawyer too.  She worked with our tax department on some matters, and it was a pleasure working with her and she is sorely missed by all.  Reed spoke on the ever-changing role of the junior associate and her assistant -- emphasizing that communication is the key.  Also mentioned that as many new attorneys are computer knowledgeable, they are not expert, and rely upon us to professionalize their work.  On the lighter side, Reed also has a shoe collection that rivals Imelda Marcos'.
 

Lunch was served after Reed's presentation -- where we networked, sold raffle tickets, and shopped for our silent auction items.

Michelle Ward from Maine was the winner  of the gorgeous diamond huggie earrings; and Anita Cottrell won the premium prize.  Congratulations to them both.
 

The afternoon presentation began with a presentation by Gina Bettica, Ph.D. -- Gina has a degree is forensic psychology.  I was very happy to present Gina, and I have known her since her grammar school days.  She is connected with the Astor Home for Children in Poughkeepsie, New York, and conducts preadjudication evaluations, including competency to stand trial, mental state at the time of the offense, and risk assessments.  She gave us an overview of the differences between clinical and forensic psychology.   She is Poughkeepsie's Dr. Wang.  Sad news for Poughkeepsie, I spoke with Gina last week and she is relocating to New Mexico in furtherance of her career.
 

After some delicious brownies and other delectable treats, our next speakers tied in beautifully with Gina.  Lt. Cheryl Clapprood  of the Springfield Police Department, and Nick Cotta, a gang instructor for the Department of Youth Services, spoke on the growth of juvenile crime and gang violence.  What seemed nearly unbelievable that the violence of girls is growing at a much more rapid pace; the crimes and ages are changing, school violence and a serious gang enrollment are increasing.   
 

In the evening, we carpooled and drove over to Mohegan Sun in Connecticut;  I believe our highest winner was 25 cents.  I made a small donation to the Indians.  It was a lot of fun and a good time was had by all.
 

Sunday morning after our breakfast, a region meeting was convened where we discussed the venue of our next meeting.  Michelle wore her earrings to the meeting.  

Annual Region 1 Conference – 2009

Liz Marino and I have been on the road looking at venues for our 2009 meeting.  On one of our trips, we also met with Judy Cady who met us in Rhode Island and took a tour of Warwick and the Providence area.  Warick is about approximately 4 hours from New York, and comparatively so to our members in Massachusetts and Maine.

We are very close to choosing our venue, in Warwick, with a tentative date of the weekend of September 18/20, 2008.  The hotel is gorgeous and will be very accommodating to our needs.

I’d like to thank Judy for being our tour guide and Liz, my ever present, navigator and the alternate driver!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Welcome New Members

	
	
	Date of Membership

	Maine
	
	

	
	Gloria Aurelio


	July 2008

	New York
	
	

	
	Anne Marie Caradonna
	June 2008

	
	Tamara Twitty
	June 2008

	
	Hazel Christopher
	June 2008

	
	Stephanie Fruendel
	June 2008

	
	Patricia Foran
	June 2008

	
	William Bell
	June 2008

	
	Anastasia Sweet
	July 2008

	
	Martha Katzeff
	July 2008


IT’S NOT TOO LATE:

NALS 57th Annual Education Conference & National Forum
September 11-14, 2008
Norfolk, Virginia


EDUCATION SESSIONS  (topics subject to change without notification) 



Thursday, September 11
8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. -Registration

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. - Are You Sure That Document Is Confidential?
(session open to local non-members and students
Glen A. Huff, Esq., Huff, Poole & Mahoney
Your office receives a subpoena for copies of files. Surely they’re protected by the attorney-client or work product privilege, right? Wrong! Glen Huff will explain why privileged documents aren’t always privileged.

11:00 a.m. – Noon - Interviewing Skills, Techniques and Résumés
Mollie White, Lawyer’s Staffing
In this year’s changing economic climate, having an up-to-date résumé is a must. Find out the trends, the techniques and things to avoid. 

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. -That’s Against The Law? (substantive law track)
Bruce H. Kushner, Judge, Chesapeake Circuit Court
In this interactive session, Chief Judge Forehand will lead you on a journey to determine whether certain scenarios are legal and, if not, why not. 

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. - Corporate Sponsor Session – Avery

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
NALS Swap Meet



Friday, September 12, 2008
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.- Registration

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Break

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Welcome

9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - Keynote Speaker - Randy D. Singer, Esq.
He was president of the Family Network. He’s a trial lawyer. He’s an award-winning author of legal thrillers. Randy Singer will amaze, amuse and delight you.

11:00 a.m. –11:30 a.m. -Town Hall Meeting and Resource Center Update

Noon – 3:00 p.m. - Marketplace Open

1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.- Get to Know Your Marketplace Community Luncheon

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. -The First Amendment: Where Are We And Where Are We Going (substantive law track)
Gary A. Bryant, Esq., Willcox & Savage, P.C. 
Have newspaper and television reporters gone too far? Does the public have a right to know? What exactly does the First Amendment mean? 

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Advanced Adobe Acrobat
Jackie Vu, Trainer for Law Firm of Williams Mullen
Learn advanced tips and tricks from one of the area’s leading trainers. If you’re still filling out forms by hand or using one of those old-fashioned keyboarding machines, you need to join the 21st Century. We’ll show you how.

4:30 p.m. –6:00 p.m.- Marketplace Closing / Silent Auction Wrap-up

7:00 p.m. –10:00 p.m. - Welcome Party



Saturday, September 13
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. -Registration

8:30 a.m. –9:30 a.m. - Coffee Break

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. - Understanding U.S. Immigration Law (substantive law track)
Susan R. Blackman, Esq.
Do you know the difference between a green card and a visa? Or how a foreign national gets authorized to work in the United States? Would you like to know more about the concepts behind the political debate on immigration? In this seminar, you will learn the key terminology of immigration law and explore the roles that the various government agencies play in the process. You’ll gain a better understanding of current issues in U.S. immigration.

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. - Competency Modeling
Mimi Krumholz, Latham & Watkins, Washington, DC
Competencies are behaviors that encompass the knowledge, skills, and attributes required for successful performance. Competency modeling is the activity of determining the specific competencies that are characteristic of high performance and success in a given job.

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. - Focus Group Session

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 a.m. - Defending Capital Cases (substantive law track)
Joseph A. Migliozzi, Jr., Esq.
Mr. Migliozzi serves as the Regional Capital Defender for Southeast Virginia. He has extensive experience in capital cases and argues regularly before the Supreme Court of Virginia. 

1:15 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. - Recognition Luncheon

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Focus Group Session

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Bluebook, Citations, And All That Jazz
Frederick W. Dingledy, Reference Librarian, William & Mary Law School
Take the mystery out of Bluebook once and for all. Mr. Dingledy is the Reference Librarian at the Marshall-Wythe School of Law in Williamsburg.

5:00 p.m. –6:00 p.m. - Regional Meetings

6:00 p.m. –7:00 p.m - NALS Foundation Fundraising Closing

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. -NALS Foundation Event



Sunday, September 14
9:00 a.m. –10:30 a.m. - Closing Keynote Speaker

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - National Forum

AND WHILE WE’RE IN VIRGINIA —  LET’S CRUISE

SPIRIT OF NORFOLK

Ahoy, mate!

Come cruise with NALS in Norfolk aboard the Sprit of Norfolk. We are pleased to offer NALS members attending the annual conference a special dinner cruise on Thursday, September 11th, 2008.

Boarding begins at 6:30 p.m. and you'll cruise from 7- 10 p.m. The cost includes a cruise up (or is that down?) the Elizabeth River, a buffet dinner (includes salad served family style, carved roasted rib eye and cob smoked ham, stuffed chicken breast, salmon, veggie lasagna, jambalaya, garlic mashed potatoes, fresh veggie mix, and cheesecake for dessert). You'll also be entertained (DJ). Cocktails at your own cost.

How much? Cost for NALS: only $45 per person inclusive. 

YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR THE CRUISE BY 4/30/08 TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL RATE! (Retail is $69.03 per person—savings of $24.03 per person)

If you register for the cruise after April 30th, your cost will be $69.03.

DO NOT CALL NALS TO SIGN UP FOR THE CRUISE!

Interested in a fun evening? Contact Melanie Nissenson at (757) 217-0627 to sign up for the cruise. Operators are standing by now to take your reservation. Space is limited, so pick up that phone NOW!

SOME TIPS AND TRICKS


WORD:

Moving Entire Paragraphs with a Simple Shortcut Key

Have you ever needed to move an entire paragraph in a Word document, but you did not want to go through the hassles of using cut and paste? When you need to change the location of one or more paragraphs in a document, try using the keyboard equivalents of the Move Up and Move Down commands that are normally available in Outline view.

1. 
Moving a Single Paragraph:

· Place your cursor anywhere within the paragraph. There is no need to select a single paragraph.

· To move the paragraph up, hold down the Alt + Shift keys and press the Up Arrow key (↑).

· (c)To move the paragraph down, hold down the Alt + Shift keys and press theDown Arrow key (↓).


2. Moving Multiple Paragraphs:

· Select the appropriate paragraphs. 

· To move the paragraphs up, hold down the Alt + Shift keys and press the Up Arrow key (↑).
· To move the paragraphs down, hold down the Alt + Shift keys and press the Down Arrow key (↓).

Creating Tasks from E-Mail Messages in Outlook

Sometimes you need to create a new to-do item based on an e-mail message that you

receive. While dragging and dropping the entire e-mail message into the Tasks folder creates a new task, it does not include any attachments from the e-mail message. To save the entire e-mail message (e.g. attachments, body text, etc.):

1.
From Microsoft Outlook, click the Inbox folder in the Folder List pane.

2. 
From the Message List pane, right-click the e-mail message that you would like to convert into a new task and choose Move To Folder from the resulting shortcut menu.

3. 
Select the Tasks folder from the Move Items dialog box.

4. 
Click OK.

5. 
A new task form launches with the Subject line filled in and an attachment in the message area. Double-click the attachment in the message area to display the original e-mail message along with the attachments.

6. 
Makes changes as necessary and click Save and Close. The new task will now be in your Tasks folder list.
Certification Exams

NEW ADVANCED MANUAL AVAILABLE: 

Thomson West Publishing, in cooperation with NALS’ Text Development Committee, has released the new 9th edition of NALS Advanced Manual for the Lawyer’s Assistant. This is “required reading” toprepare for the PLS and PP exams and for teaching the NALS Legal Training Course. Accompanying student and teacher guides are also available. The Manual retails at $75 and can be ordered at www.west.thomson.com. 

P.S.: The current Text Development Committee is working on updates to the 9th Edition of the Basic Manual for the Lawyer’s Assistant, with the 10th Edition to be released in 2009.  Applications for the March 28, 2009 certification exams should be postmarked by January 1, 2009. The August 1 due date to applyfor the September 27, 2008 exams has expired.
Examination Dates Each Year
· March: First Saturday in March 

· September: Last Saturday in September 

Application Deadlines - Apply Today!
· March: Postmarked by January 1

· September: Postmarked by August 1 

Examination Fees
· For the initial examination: Members - $150; Nonmembers - $200

· For part retakes: Members - $40 per part; Nonmembers - $50 per part

Reminders

NALS Survey: Don’t forget to go on NALS website and complete the NALS survey.  Keep in mind this helps NALS better serve its members.

Online Community Bulletin: Do you have a question or comment that you wish to share with other NALS members?  Use the Online Community Bulletin to post your question or message.

Publications: Be certain to read your @law.  Also, retrieve NALS e-Learn (articles relating to timely legal news sent monthly), Leading the Way, and e-News from NALS website.

Jett Awards: Don’t forget about the Jett Awards.  The information now can be downloaded from NALS website.  Jett Awards are given to States and Chapters for exceptional programs.  Check out the information to see how the programs can work for your State or Chapter.

Foundation Grant Deadline: 

IT’S NALS FOUNDATION GRANT TIME:

September 1 is the next deadline for chapters, states and

regions to apply for a NALS Foundation Grant to help

you with your education, membership, marketing,

certification or technology project. Go to www.nals.org

for the application. You might receive good news in

Norfolk!

Does your Chapter or State need additional funds to increase membership, encourage certification, or perhaps promote marketing?  Perhaps NALS Foundation can help.  To be considered for a grant, complete and mail a NALS Foundation grant application before the deadlines:   The deadlines for receipt of proposals are:  
September 1 
December 1 
March 1 
June 1

NALS Chats: Go to the NALS website to check the upcoming schedule of chats.  The chats begin at 8:00 p.m. central time.  All sessions (including the Online Study Group) will start at 8:00p.m. central time. There are going to be fewer sessions with more in depth topics so you can make the most out of your time. Take a look at the upcoming sessions and for more sessions look at the complete schedule for 2008-9 and mark your calendars today! 

Online Learning Centers sessions are scheduled to last about one hour while Online Study Group sessions are scheduled to last two hours, and you are welcome to join chats already in progress.  Contact Jay Moore at moore@nals.org to suggest a center topic, schedule a learning center session, or request a log of previous sessions.



	August

	Aug.5, 2008
	On-Line Study Group – 
	Written Communication
	

	Aug. 6, 2008 
	A New Edition? 
	Text Development 
	

	Aug. 20, 2008 
	How NALS is Beneficial for Students 
	Membership
	

	September 

	Sept. 17, 2008
	Test Taking Tips
	Certification
	

	October

	Oct.1, 2008
	I’m Leaving on a Jett
	Marketing
	

	Oct. 15, 2008 
	Document Management 
	Karen Becker, PP, PLS
	

	November

	Nov. 5, 2008
	Industry Update
	Regulation/Certification
	

	Nov. 19, 2008
	Recruit New Members
	Membership
	

	December

	Dec. 3, 2008
	Study Tips
	Certification
	

	Dec. 17, 2008
	TBA
	Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS
	


AND IN CLOSING:


I am available at all times to answer any questions, listen to your concerns or issues, and help in any way to make your journey with NALS a pleasurable and memorable one.  I will continue to keep you informed during my term through newsletters, and I will gladly include any events or news your State wishes to share with others.  Please feel free to contact me anytime, as it is my hope that I have the opportunity to meet as many members of this great Region as possible throughout my term as Director. 


Until my next newsletter, be happy, keep safe, and ENJOY!





In friendship,





Marion

Marion Sarcuni 


Region Director


c/o Baker Hostetler LLP


45 Rockefeller Plaza


New York, NY 10111�212 589-4223


Fax:  212 589 4201


Cell: 516 317 1445 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:msarcuni@bakerlaw.com" ��msarcuni@bakerlaw.com�


mismarion@optonline.net
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