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OFFICERS
President - Patricia Infanti, PP, PLS (PA)
President Elect -- Kathie Amirante, PP, PLS (MI)
Secretary/Treasurer -- Helene L. Wood, PP, PLS, TSC (TX)

FUNCTIONAL DIRECTORS
Certification Director -- Doris Compton, PP, PLS (AR)
Education Director -- Jeannie Shaw, PP, PLS (MS)
Marketing Director -- Karen McElroy, PP, PLS (AZ)
Membership Director -- Tina Boone, PLS (TN)

OTHERS
Immediate Past President -- Julie Abernathy, PP, PLS (TX)
NALS Foundation Chair -- Faynell Poe, PP, PLS (TX)
Executive Director -- Tammy Hailey, CAE (OK)

REGIONAL DIRECTORS
Region 1 Director -- Antoinette Van Schaick, PP, PLS (NY)
Region 2 Director -- Rita Ann Gilson, PP, PLS (PA)
Region 3 Director -- Barbara Stone, PP, PLS (MI)
Region 4 Director -- Lisa Mitchum, PLS (GA)
Region 5 Director -- Renee Kleinjan, PLS (MN)
Region 6 Director -- Tina Hurley, PP, PLS (TX)
Region 7 Director -- Brynne Williamson, PP, PLS (WA)
Region 8 Director -- Karen Becker, PP, PLS (CA)

The region casting the highest percentage of ballots in this election is Region 3 with 46% of their ballots
returned. For their efforts, Region 3 receives a free registration to the NALS 2010 Professional Development &
Education Conference in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

THINK BIG! and join President Patti Infanti (R2’s Own!) as part of the 2010-11 NALS Leadership Team! It
may be the most valued career step you make. Get a Preference Sheet at
http://www.nals.org/download/NALSPreferenceSheet.pdf.

INSIDE:
Irvine Recap – The Stars Came Out!
Pay It Forward
Register for Tulsa and Reserve Your

Program Advertising Space

MEET YOUR 2010 NALS LEADERS!
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Just down the road from where it all began in
1929, the Stars gathered in Irvine, California to
celebrate the 80th anniversary of NALS. . . the
association for legal professionals. We came from all
over the U.S. – including Hawaii and Alaska – to bask
in the warmth of sunny Southern California. Some of
us went to the beach, toured Hollywood, visited a film
studio, ferried to Catalina Island, checked out
Disneyland and Downtown Disney, as well as the San
Diego Zoo, and just enjoyed ourselves before settling
down to a conference filled with networking,
education, and fun.

Thursday, October 8, 2009

The Thursday morning ethics session, titled “Sense and
Sensibility,” was presented by Justice Edward J. Wallin, formerly a
Justice of the California Court of Appeals, and now with JAMS, the
Resolution Experts. Justice Wallin discussed the ethics involved in
using alternative dispute resolution rather than seeking resolution in
the court system, which can be much more expensive and time-
consuming. He covered ex parte communications, ethical limits on
lawyers during negotiations, representing related parties in
mediation, ethical duties of mediators, ethical duties of arbitrators,
confidentiality, and settlement agreements.

The next session on Thursday morning, titled “Terms of Endearment,” focused
on Elder Law and was presented by Judge Kim Hubbard. Judge Hubbard practiced as
an attorney for 29 years, specializing in Elder Law for 18 years. She is currently serving
as a family law judge. Judge Hubbard discussed abuse of the elderly in many different
forms including physical, sexual, and emotional or psychological abuse, neglect,
financial or material exploitation, and abandonment. She discussed the victims, the
abusers, and what can be done about the situation.

After a break for lunch, conference attendees were able to choose from either the
Avery session on “Business Solutions for Greater Productivity,” or “Criminal Law–CSI:
Irvine,” presented by Jennifer Contini, Senior Deputy District Attorney. Ms. Contini
focused her discussion on tracing DNA and figuring out how to find the prime suspect.

RECAP
NALS EDUCATION CONFERENCE

AND NATIONAL FORUM

80 Years of Maximizing Your
Potential!
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acclaimed keynote speakers at both conferences. In addition, they will maintain the
NALS Foundation Learning Center.

The Foundation also strives to keep the good of the legal profession in the public
eye, emphasizing a positive image of the profession and the importance of qualified
competent legal professionals.

Faynell pointed out that the Foundation programs would not be possible without
the support of all members who contribute through the Circle Donor program and by
supporting the silent auction and sweepstakes events at NALS meetings and at the
Region meetings each year. This year again $20 bought tickets for the Sweepstakes
Drawing. Members also had the opportunity to participate in a silent auction and live
auction in the Exhibit Hall.

Finally, Faynell reminded everyone that on Saturday evening the Foundation
would be hosting the Purple Carpet Gala with comedian Carey Tobaben providing
entertainment after dinner.

President Julie then announced that the 59th NALS
Conference and National Forum would be October 20-
24, 2010, at the Chateau on the Lake in Branson,
Missouri. The room rate is $119 for double occupancy
and reservations can be made by call 1-888-333-5253,
and telling them you are with NALS. The cutoff date to
get the NALS rate is September 21, 2010, unless the
block fills up before then, so make your reservations early.

The Professional Development Conference is
scheduled March 11-13, 2010, at the Doubletree Warren
Place in Tulsa. The room rate at the Double Tree is $99 and
you can make your reservation by calling 1-918-495-1000.
Again, make sure you tell them you are with NALS. The
deadline for the NALS rate is February 1, 2010.

Another exciting announcement was this year in Tulsa, NALS will be offering a
one-day cram session followed by the opportunity to sit for the exam of your choice.
The cram session is scheduled for March 10, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at a cost of
$99. All three certification exams will be administered on March 11, 2010.

The Exhibit Hall was officially opened and members enjoyed visiting with
exhibitors, looking over Foundation Auction items and buying their tickets.
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Keynote Speaker – Gavin W. Manes, Ph.D.

Dr. Manes is a nationally recognized expert in digital forensics. He is currently
the President and CEO of Avansic, a firm that provides the legal, business, and
government sectors with a variety of professional services, including digital forensics,
electronic discovery, and data preservation. His topic– “Redaction: What You Don’t
Know Can Hurt You” – provided an overview for handling privileged information in the
context of digital forensics investigations and the electronic discovery process. Dr.
Manes discussed document production, redaction methods and challenges, clawback
for privilege issues and solutions, and the defining and production of metadata.

The afternoon sessions gave attendees the choice between “Special Needs–
Ordinary People,” presented by Donna Bashaw, Esq. and “Technology–You’ve Got
Mail,” presented by Professor Jack Lerner.

Ms. Bashaw discussed the new legal specialty called Special Needs Law.
Although this area of law overlaps in some areas with Elder Law it is more specialized.
The session covered trusts, benefits, transition planning, promotion of independent
living, housing, medical/health care, employment, education, advocacy/litigation, and
capacity/guardianships/conservatorships.

Professor Lerner covered the effects of e-mail in our work and private lives, the
redistribution of what might be a private e-mail, what cybersquatting means, and what
clickfarming is. He also provided an update on the most recent court decisions
regarding Internet law.

We finished the day’s activities in the Exhibit Hall with the closing of the Silent
Auction and a “live” auction led by Leslie Keys, PP, PLS (below), followed by the 80th

Anniversary Welcome Party sponsored by Legal Directories Publishing Company.
Legal Directories has been a sponsor of NALS since the 1950s and has been publishing
state legal directories since 1935. They publish 23 state directories and are recognized
as the official directory for eleven state bar associations. Attendees were totally awed
by a magnificent video presentation produced by Jay Moore celebrating the memories
of NALS’ first 80 years. President Julie recognized all life members and past presidents
in attendance and officially began the anniversary celebration with dinner and a DJ for
our dancing enjoyment.

Saturday, October 10, 2009

Saturday morning again brought choices for attendees
with two legal sessions. “Do the Right Thing” led by Professor
Ronald Rotunda focused on helping legal professionals work
through ethical challenges by providing a helpful decision-
making process. “Industry Trends–9 to 5” presented by Judith
Finnegan, provided insight into the future of legal support
professionals by following up on the ALA’s predictions regarding
the future of the legal secretary as presented in their 2000 White
Paper.


