
Director’s Message 

What happens in Vegas should happen to 

you! 

We have a brand new NALS community. 

If you haven’t already done so, check it 

out.  http://nalsnet.ning.com  

In Tulsa, our brand new membership  

plan was announced:  Think BIG.  Details 

to follow. 

Speaking of  membership, congratulation 

to Nancy Laird. She won $50 in NALS 

bucks in  the 2008-2009 Membership 

Campaign  – winner of a drawing for all 

renewing members.  How lucky  for her 

since there are several new items for sale 

in the NALS store. 

We also have a ―triangle project‖ which 

Estelle Pete, PLS from NALS of Orange 

County graciously offered to complete for 

us. She is so creative, I can hardly wait to 

see what she comes up with and to share 

it with you. 

It is truly an honor for 

me to serve as your Re-

gion 8 Director.  I have 

some mighty big shoes 

to fill, that’s for sure.  I 

hope I do them justice. 

If you would like for me 

to attend  or speak at 

any of your local func-

tions, please let me 

know as far in advance as possible. 

I have so many exciting things to share 

with you.   Our joint regional conference 

with Region 7 is getting closer and we 

have lots of exciting things planned for 

you.  We do have limited space and 

lots of people have already regis-

tered so if you’re planning to at-

tend, be sure to get your registra-

tion in ASAP. 

Our Region 7/8 Conference is June 11—13 

at the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas.   

REGIONS 7/8 CONFERENCE —June 11-13 

As you know, we will be staying at the 

Golden Nugget in Las Vegas, 129 East 

Fremont Street.  Call (800) 846-5336  to 

make your reservation and let them know 

you’re with NALS.  You can check out the 

website at www.goldennugget.com.   

The Foundation has donated a 10 kt. Gar-

net ring to Region 8.  This ring is abso-

lutely gorgeous on.  Tickets are $5 each or 

five for $20. Be sure to get yours.  You do 

not have to be present to win.  Wait . . . 

That’s not all! This ticket is also chance to 

win the sapphire & diamond necklace the 

foundation donated to  Region 7!                                
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Get the most out of your membership and take advantage of the NALS Online Learning Center! 

The most accessible CLE credits are there for you. 

All sessions (including the Online Study Group) will start at 8:00 p.m. Central. Take a look at the 

upcoming sessions and mark your calendars today! 

Online Learning Centers sessions are scheduled to last about one hour while Online Study Group 

sessions are scheduled to last two hours, and you are welcome to join chats already in progress. 

 

If you’re ready to think big, we’re looking for you!! Last month at Tulsa 09, NALS announced the 

new membership campaign, THINK BIG!  

The THINK BIG challenge will pit Region against Region in a quest to gain a minimum of 10% 

NET members between March 13, 2009 and March 1, 2010. As an example, if we currently have 

100 members in our region and gain 10 new members, we have a 10% gain; but if we lose five 

members, the net gain would only be 5%. 

Each region has four team leaders, a region director, a member of the NALS Membership Commit-

tee, a member of the NALS Marketing Committee and a member of the NALS Foundation. Your 

Region 8 Team Leaders are:   

Karen Becker, PP, PLS—Region Director (karrei@aol.com)               

Cathy Hankins, PP, PLS—Marketing (CHankins@bricker.com) 

Faynelle Poe, PP, PLS—Foundation (fpoe@f-jlaw.com)                                   

Theresa Ann Alba, PP, PLS—Membership (TAlba@mailbmc.com)   

  

 YOU are the team. 

 

Your team leaders are available to assist you and your chapters with whatever you need to help 
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Take the following quiz and see how connected you are to NALS. 

(a) I am a member of the NALS Community  (http://nalsnet.ning.com/) 

(b) I am LinkedIn (http:/www.linkedin.com/groups/gid=88334)                        

(c) I have joined the NALS Group on Facebook                                                                                          

(http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=18544341619) 

(d) I am connected to all of the above. 

Karen Becker, PP, PLS 
NALS Region 8 Director 

2064 June Place 
Anaheim, CA 92802 
714-971-5165 
714-801-9202—Cell 
karrei@aol.com 

Become a Star and Attend 
the NALS Education Con-
ference and National Fo-
rum in Irvine, California.  

 October 8—11, 2009 

Think Big 

How Connected Are You? 

Online Learning Center  



The sessions offered this year in Tulsa covered a variety of Professional De-
velopment and Education topics: 

Business Etiquette:  Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS, covered topics ranging from meeting and 
greeting visitors to the right way to make or respond to a toast.  The bottom line is that 
etiquette and manners are all about people and you don’t really get a second chance to 
make a good impression. 

Current State of the United States Immigration Law:  Campbell Cooke, Esq. examined 
where immigration is at the moment, including the state of the borders, the state of visa 
and benefit availability, the current political trend in Washington, the effect of the Tulsa 
County Sheriff’s 287(g) program, and where we appear to be headed. 

Business Solutions for Greater Productivity: Karl Schoen (Shane), Corporate Sponsor 
Avery, give timesaving tips, image-enhancing ideas, and cost-saving options to put pro-
fessional polish on mailings, presentations, and meeting materials.  He also introduced 
Avery’s new eco-friendly line of recycled products. 

Introducing the Future of NALS Online Education – ReadyTalk: Jay Mills and Shawn 
Cardinal walked us through current trends in our industry and how organizations are 
choosing to work in an environment of greater time constraints and smaller budgets.   

Pet Project – The Only Property that Will Miss you When You’re Gone: D. Faith Or-
lowski, Esq. discussed how to make provisions for your pets in your estate planning 
documents.  

Negotiating the Wild Blue Yonder: Karen Becker, PP, PLS, covered the organization, 
efficiency, and diligence necessary to run our desks effectively.   

Guide to Preparing Witnesses for Trial: Carl H. Morrison, II discussed trial preparation 
with an emphasis on preparing witnesses and the role secretaries and legal assistants 
play in this.    

Word Perfect – Advanced Tips, Tricks, and Q&A: Stephanie Floyd, PP, PLS, helped us 
discover some quick tips to become more efficient with some of WordPerfect’s features.   

Forensic Technology and CSI:  Crime Detection in the Future: Frank Ziegler gave a 
summary of emerging technology that will significantly enhance law enforcement’s abil-
ity to solve crimes. 

Living Fearlessly in a Leaner, Meaner Job Market:  Marsha Smitherman, PP, PLS, 
talked about strategies to keep you flexible in a changing job market.  You will learn 
how to maintain an awareness of what your boss thinks is important without losing sight 
of your own goals and interests.  This session will empower and encourage you to play 
the hand you are dealt in the workplace.     

 Myths of the Criminal Justice System:  Jay Swearingen – Are there innocent people in 
prison?  How accurate and reliable is eyewitness identification.  Is our system of crimi-
nal justice fair regardless of race or social status?  Jay Swearingen is the executive 
director of the Midwestern Innocence Project and will illustrate the need to tweak our 
criminal justice system to make it more just.   

An Innocent Man: Dennis Fritz, one of the main characters in John Grisham’s only non-
fiction work, “An Innocent Man,” explains what life was like when he spent 12 years in 
prison for a crime he did not commit. 

How to Create a Best-of-the-Best Program for Your State or Chapter – NALS Jett 
Award Founder’s Award: Cathy Hankins, PP, PLS, discusses the program her chapter 
developed “NALS @ Noon.”    
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Don’t forget to  

register for the 

Regions 7/8 

Conference in Las 

Vegas—June 11 to 13 

Professional Development and Education Sessions 



It is with great pride that I announce the March 2009 Exam Pass List for  Region 8: 

Dasha Beauvais, ALS (OR) 

Kristina Hernandez, ALS (CA) 

Victoria Francis, PLS (NV) 

Tanya James, PLS (AZ) 

Karen Kightly, PLS (AZ) 

Kelly Meyer, PLS (AZ) 

Kathleen Ryd, PLS (NV) 

NALS Staff has been working over the past few years on a way for you to have better access to your 

membership information as well as a better e-commerce experience. The day has come for this to 

go live! There will now be a shopping cart for your store purchases, you will be able to update your 

membership info and you will be able to register more easily for conferences! Each member has a 

unique login and password to make sure everything is secure. 

This is how you determine what your login and password currently are: 

Login Name and Password are always case sensitive. Login Name is your member number and the 

password is the first three letters of your last name plus your membership number, where the first 

letter of your last name is capitalized. Member numbers are found on your membership card or 

renewal notice. 

Example: John Jones (#01234) gained access the first time using the following: 

Login Name = 01234 

Password = Jon01234  
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NALS Online Has Changed! There is  now better 
interaction for purchases, registrations and membership 
information.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY CERTIFIED 
REGION 8 MEMBERS 


